
LIGHTING CANDLES 

When an Orthodox Christian enters the narthex of the church, 
he/she makes the sign of the Cross, makes an offering for a 
candle, venerates all the icons, and lights the candle while 
saying a prayer. Candles are lit as an expression of our belief 
that Jesus Christ is the “Light of the world.” 

A candle may be lit for the health and well being of someone 
or in memory of a departed loved one. In particular, the seven 
day candles may be lit for the same reasons.The seven day 
candles are placed in the special stands located down each 
side aisle. Please remember the procedure for when one 
should enter during Divine Services. 

Godparents of newly baptized and/or chrismated Church 
members may come down to light candles when the Priest 
calls the faithful to receive the Holy Eucharist “With the fear 
of God, with faith and with love”, even though the Priest is 
facing the congregation. 


